Appendix B - Draft Governments Sustainable Construction Strategy 
                                Reducing Waste to Landfill
The Government and Industry have proposed halving the amount of construction, demolition and excavation waste to landfill by 2012, as a result of waste reduction, reuse and recycling. In consequence the Government has been looking for commitments from the industry as part of its Sustainable Construction Strategy.

1. Policy Target. 
Halving waste to landfill is a simple but important objective. At present the construction industry produces 120 million tonnes of waste per year, one third of the total. Around half of this material is reused and recycled (mainly aggregates), and further material is used for landfill engineering/capping, backfilling quarry voids and spreading on exempt sites. The Remainder approximately 20 million tonnes goes to landfill.
The 10 million tonnes reduction in landfill waste by 2012 refers to unused waste material, hence leaving 10 million tones which is to be eliminated by 2020 giving zero waste to landfill by this date.   
The advantages for the industry to adopt the Draft Governments sustainable construction strategy will reduce landfill requirements, carbon (Based on BRE data, the saving in embodied carbon would be 2.5 Mt or more if projects can eliminate 5 Mt of waste, cancelling out the carbon impact of 200,000 people, with additional carbon savings from using more recovered material) and transport impacts.

Some contractors have already committed to more stretching targets on waste. For example, Berkeley Group propose to halve waste by 2010, Bovis Lend Lease aim to reduce waste to landfill in 2010 to 70% relative to 2007, and Leadbitter half waste to Landfill by 2012.

Supermarket Chains, Asda are seeking zero waste to landfill by 2010. Marks & Spencer and Sainsbury’s also have zero waste targets.
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